
Reader Response for The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian

Please keep a section in your binder for your response journals (one for each chapter in this novel).

I will always give some passages from the novel for each chapter, but you are always welcome to 
choose your own to respond to.

Format:  
• Write the quotation and provide the page number as the title. 
• Since drawing is important in this novel, feel free to produce up to two responses as 

drawings/visual pieces, instead of writing.
• Length:  1-2 paragraphs

The content of the responses:
• You should relate the passage to the novel, and to yourself, and/or the world. 

• Use specific details and examples from the chapter to make a connection between the idea(s) 
raised in the quotation, and what happens in the chapter.

• And if the quotation makes you think of something else from the novel, or something you've 
seen/heard about in our society/news/pop culture/etc, then feel free to write about those 
connections, too.

Requirements:  
• One response per chapter (for homework completion marks).

I'll give feedback on the early ones to let you know if you are on the right track. Then as the 
novel progresses, I'll check them just for homework marks.

Assessment:  
• Along the way, I'll ask you to submit several responses of your choice for additional marking.
• See response journal guidelines for further information.  (/10)

QUOTATIONS FOR THE FIRST TWO CHAPTERS:

THE BLACK-EYE-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB
“I think the world is a series of broken dams and floods, and my cartoons are tiny little lifeboats.” (p. 6)

WHY CHICKEN MEANS SO MUCH TO ME
“...they never got the chance to be anything because nobody paid attention to their dreams.” (p. 11)

DUE:  beginning of class on Thursday Feb. 23 
(or Monday Feb. 27 for students away on drama fieldtrip)


