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Connections 
Assignment 
 
 

One purpose of reading famous pieces of literature is to see what the author has to say about universal 
themes in life. Some of the best stories are able to connect with us, despite generational and cultural 
differences. As we become more advanced readers, we make connections between the story and our own 
personal experiences. We identify common themes that emerge in other pieces we’ve come across. We begin 
to recognize where important ideas relate to our society as a whole. 
 
The Assignment  To find connections, to think in visuals/symbols, to write polished paragraphs, to use MLA 
in-text references, to create a Works Cited page (using resources such as EasyBib.com or CitationMachine.net 
online). 
 
The Paragraphs:  One paragraph each (approx. 10-12 sentences), making thoughtful connections between 
the story of The Great Gatsby and: 
 

1) YOUR SELF (a personal experience, a personal observation…something from your life so far), 
2) ANOTHER ‘TEXT’ (another story, movie, song, short story, play), 
3) THE WORLD/SOCIETY (a news or magazine article about a current issue in our society). 
 
Each paragraph should be between 150-200 words. Provide specific details from the story of Gatsby as 
well as examples from your experiences/reading.  
You may do research to help generate ideas for this assignment. Be sure to cite your sources. For 
example, in your paragraphs for #2 and #3, when you mention examples from another text, website, 
and/or articles, please use in-text references to give credit to the source. Plagiarism is when you don’t 
mention the original source of an idea or a quote. 
 

The Symbols:  Include a symbol or image for each paragraph. Provide the MLA-style citation on your Works 
Cited page for where you pulled the image. 
 
Works Cited:  Keep track of the websites/books you use for this assignment. Enter the information into a website such 
as EasyBib.com or CitationMachine.net to auto-generate your Works Cited page. Print/copy the page and staple it to 
your assignment. 
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Examples: 
TEXT TO SELF 
 

The story of Gatsby reminds me of when I worked in broadcast TV after I finished my 
master’s degree. I always preferred to be behind the scenes, so my shifts consisted of 
writing news, interviewing people, putting together the story line-ups for national and 
international news, viewing video footage, and scanning the news wires. The days were 
very hectic, but after a while, I began to see that there was a distinct difference 
between the world of TV news and public radio. Viewer ratings were the most 
important aspect of putting on a TV news show. If a story was sensational, then it 
would lead the show and attract more viewers. In fact, the saying, “if it bleeds, it 
leads” came back to haunt me from my grad school days. Everyone was concerned 
about ratings. It didn’t matter if the story was more of an advertisement than important 
news; as long as it could keep the viewers locked on the channel for a few more 

minutes, it was gold. This preoccupation with ratings reminds me of The Great Gatsby and how everyone only cares 
about entertainment and appearances, rather than substance. Gatsby throws extravagant parties and fills his house with 
all of New York, like he is trying to increase his ratings. He hopes to lure Daisy to visit, so he invites musicians, dancers, 
actresses and celebrities, all in an attempt to get her attention. It works for a brief moment, and they are together again. 
Yet, by the end of the story, she loses interest, and moves on from Gatsby. Like Gatsby’s parties, my job at the station 
appeared glamorous, and new people I met were always interested in hearing about it, but in the end, it lacked 
substance. 

 
TEXT TO TEXT 
Watching The Great Gatsby reminded me of Jane Austen’s classic novel Pride and 
Prejudice. This is a novel about the class system in England and the shallowness and 
snobbery that often go along with the social hierarchy. The world Austen creates is also 
one of parties and wealth, although the focus is on the need for women to secure their 
status through marriage – preferably one that catapults them up the social ladder. Both 
Fitzgerald and Austen tackle the theme of love from different perspectives. The love affair 
between Gatsby and Daisy ends in tragedy, suggesting that illusion and materialism lead 
to empty relationships, devoid of real love. Austen’s hero and heroine, Mr. Darcy and 
Elizabeth, are initially are separated by “class boundaries and prejudices,” but find that 
“love is possible if you can escape the warping effects of the hierarchical society” 
(Sparknotes 2). 
 

 
TEXT TO WORLD 
 

In Touch Weekly’s article on plastic surgery among young Hollywood stars links to several 
themes in The Great Gatsby. It suggests that our focus, as a society, is on the external. We 
seem more interested in what people appear to be on the outside, rather than if they have any 
talent or substance on the inside. Our modern society rewards those who alter their 
appearance. We pay attention to them, we see them as “successful” and we elevate them to 
celebrity status. What makes the cover of a magazine is rarely anything to so with 
accomplishment or work ethic, but the shiny—potentially empty—package. According to this 
article, Farrah Abraham (from the reality show Teen Mom) spent $21,000 on a new nose and 

breast augmentation. She seems to sincerely believe that her “new looks will help her career” and that “if you’re happier 
you have better luck with relationships” (In Touch 39). What happens when, over time, the exterior fades away? What 
happens when you spend your life working on the superficial parts of yourself rather than becoming a wise, educated, 
talented human being? Is it possible or advisable to create an identity like Gatsby?  
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(Note:  In university, Works Cited is always a separate page.) 
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